What Is
A Hard Heart?



When we talk about hardness of heart we are not talking
about the heart that pumps blood. @ We are talking about the
heart or mind that pumps thinking, the mentality of the soul.
A persondos thi nktivetacedamnsubject so n
that he has hardness of heart toward that subject. Let O0s
pret end that you donot |1 ke skid.
Sooyou tdokmmow i f youdd enj yyuidtv e
set your mind against it. No matter how many f  riend s try to
get you to go ski ing, you always say, ONoO. Your mind is
firmly set againstit . This can happen in the spiritual life as
well.

Negative mental attitude
No filling of the Holy Spirit
Not using Bible doctrine

Proverbs 27:19 As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man
reflects man.
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Some people set their minds against God! Pharaoh
Amenhotep I, who r ul ed dur i andcomfollede s O
all of the Middle E ast, did just that. T hrough his own free
will h e s @&Noddtg bel@ving in Jesus Christ as his Savior.

Not a good choice! He kept saying no to the word of God. He
kept saying no to freeing Moses and the Jews. He was so
stubborn or so det er mi wadthanhe t
set his thinking firm ly against God. He chose to harden his
own heart or his own thinking toward God and what God
wanted him to do !

Hebrews 3:12 Take care, brethren, that
there not be in any one of you an evil,
unbelieving heart that falls away from

t he living God.
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FATHER

SON HOLY SPIRIT

God sent many plagues or disasters to Pharaoh and the
Egyptians to try to get Pharaoh to change his attitude and
let the Jews be free.  Are you ready for this?  Here are the

first five.

1. The Nile River was turned to blood. People and animals
di dnot hraovdank.wahis esymbolized death. Exodus
7:20

2. Egypt was covered with frogs. This symbolized pride and
arrogance. Exodus 8.6

3. The dust and sand in Egypt were turned into gnats. They went
on the people and the animals. This symbolized the
uncleanness and filth of the flesh. Exodus 8:17

4. Swarms of insects were sent on the entire land of Egypt. This
symbolized Beelzebub, lord of the flies. Exodus 8:24

5. The livestock of Egypt d ied while all the livestock of Israel

lived. This symbolized rejection of the natural man. Exodus 9:6
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During each plague Pharaoh would ask Moses to pray to God
to stop the disaster . If God stopped the disaster, Pharaoh
said he would let the Jews be free to go. Each time Moses
prayed to God , and God took away the plague. Each time
Pharaoh saw moreand moreo f Go d 0 andpgrace.e r
However, he kept rejecting it. When Pharaoh was facing
di saster, he askdéld fdomdnGaodava nl
After God through His power and grace gave His help,
Pharaoh went his evilway again. He f or got about
He kept sayi ngHeowbsGitubbdrmoin hizothirking.
He was hardening his own heatrt.

Exodus 8:32 But Pharaoh
hardened his heart this time also,
and he did not let the people go.
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God gave Pharaoh Amenhotep Il many chances to believe
in Jesus Christ as his Savior. Pharaoh kept rejecting Him.
So, God used the negative attitude of  Pharaoh to show His
power and grace; He used the hardness
to get the gospel* message throughout the Middle E ast.
That 6s a | arge areal! The peop
about the pl ague sMaayrecan® believyess. p o
God used awicked person, the Pharaoh of Egypt, to show

others His power andgrace!™ That 0s Godds ame

*The good news of salvation.
**Go to allaboardgodstrain.org and read  Grace Orientation.
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2 Corinthians 13:8 For we can do nothing against the truth, but only for the
truth.
Proverbs 16:4 The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, even the

wicked for the day of euvil.
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Hardness of the heartis caused by not using Bible
doctrine. This can be an unbeliever like Pharaoh who hears
doctrine but doesnodot a cleepwho it
hears and believes Bibl e doctrinebut doesnodot These |
plagues sent to Egypt make us shudder! However, we can
harden our h earts or minds to the thinking of Jesus Christ.
We can be stubborn and want to do things our way. That is
what should make us shudder! Itis a very ser ious thing to
have and believe the doctrine and then ref use to use it
when we need it. This is turning away from Bible doctrine!

Ugly!

1 Corinthians 10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry [anything that
takes you away from God].
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