
What Is  

A Hard Heart?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



   When we talk about hardness of heart we are not talking 

about the heart that pumps blood.  We are talking about the 

heart  or mind that pumps thinking, the mentality of the soul.   

A personõs thinking can be so negati ve to a certain subject 

that he has hardness of heart toward that subject.  Letõs 

pretend that you donõt like skiing.  Youõve never tried to ski.  

So, you donõt know if youõd enjoy it or not.  However, youõve 

set your mind against it.  No matter how many f riend s try to 

get you to go ski ing, you always say, òNoó.  Your mind is 

firmly set against it .  This can happen in the spiritual life as 

well. 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Proverbs 27:19  As in water face reflects face, so the heart of man 

reflects man.  
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  Some people set their minds  against God!  Pharaoh 

Amenhotep II, who ruled during Mosesõ time and controlled 

all of the Middle E ast , did just that.  T hrough his own free 

will  he said, òNoó, to believing in Jesus Christ as his Savior.  

Not a good choice!  He kept saying no to the word of God.  He 

kept  saying no to freeing Moses and the Jews.  He was so 

stubborn or so determined not to accept Godõs ways that he 

set his thinking firm ly against God.  He chose to harden  his 

own heart or his own thinking  toward God  and what God 

wanted him to do ! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Hebrews 3:12  Take care, brethren, that 

there not be in any one of you an evil, 

unbelieving heart that falls away from 

t he living God.     
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  God sent many plagues or disasters to Pharaoh and the 

Egyptians to try to get Pharaoh to change his attitude and 

let the Jews be free.  Are you ready for this?  Here are the 

first five.  
1. The Nile River was turned to blood. People and animals   

    didnõt have water to drink.  This symbolized death.  Exodus   

    7:20  

2. Egypt  was covered with frogs. This symbolized pride and       

        arrogance.  Exodus 8:6  

3. The dust and sand in Egypt  were turned into gnats. They went  

        on the people and the animals.  This symbolized the    

        uncleanness and filth of the flesh.   Exodus 8:17 

4. Swarms of insects were sent on the entire land of Egypt.  This  

    symbolized Beelzebub, lord of the flies.   Exodus 8:24  

5. The livestock of Egypt d ied while all the livestock of Israel     

    lived.  This symbolized rejection of  the natural man.   Exodus 9:6  
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   During each plague Pharaoh would ask Moses to pray to God 

to stop the disaster .  If God stopped the disaster, Pharaoh 

said he would let the Jews be free to go.  Each time Moses 

prayed to God , and God took away the plague.  Each time  

Pharaoh saw more and more of Godõs power and grace.  

However, he kept rejecting  it. When Pharaoh was facing 

disaster, he asked for Godõs help.  He didnõt want to suffer.  

After God through His power and grace gave His help, 

Pharaoh went his evil way again.  He forgot about Godõs grace!  

He kept saying òNOó to God!  He was stubborn in his  thinking.  

He was hardening his own heart.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Exodus 8:32  But Pharaoh 

hardened his heart this time also, 

and he did not let the people go.  
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   God gave Pharaoh Amenhotep II many chances to believe 

in Jesus Christ as his Savior.  Pharaoh  kept rejecting Him.  

So, God used the negative attitude of Pharaoh to show His 

power and grace; He used the hardness of Pharaohõs heart 

to get the  gospel*  message throughout the Middle E ast.   

Thatõs a large area!  The people who lived there heard 

about the plagues and Godõs power. Many became believers.  

God used a wicked person , the Pharaoh of Egypt,  t o show 

others His power  and grace!**  Thatõs Godõs amazing grace! 
*The good news of salvation.   

**Go to allaboardgodstrain.org and read Grace Orientation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

2 Corinthians 13:8  For we can do nothing against  the truth, but only for the 

truth.  

Proverbs 16:4  The Lord has made everything for its own purpose, even the 

wicked for the day of evil.  
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   Hardness of the heart is  caused by not using  Bible 

doctrine.  This can be an unbeliever like Pharaoh who hears 

doctrine but doesnõt accept it.  Or, it can be a believer who 

hears and believes Bibl e doctrine but doesnõt use it.  The 

plagues sent to Egypt make us shudder!  However, we can 

harden our h earts or minds  to the thinking of Jesus Christ.  

We can be stubborn and want to do things our way. That is 

what should make us shudder!   It is a very ser ious thing to 

have and believe the doctrine and  then ref use to use it 

when we need it.  This is turning away  from Bible doctrine!  

Ugly!  

 

 

1 Corinthians 10:14  Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry [anything that 

takes you away from God].  
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