What Do You Expect?
Jonah Part 3



What do you expect to happen in
expect food, shelter and clothing. God has promised you those
things. You can expect them. You might expect ice cream

sundaes, a mansion and fashion name clothes. God has not
promised you those things. Youc an’ t #henpn éMhén our
expectations - thoughts of what we think should happen - are

from God’'s viewpoint, we can cou
times they are based on emotion, our old sin nature, and the

cosmic system —human viewpoint. Danger! God’' s expe
are based on divine viewpoint and His grace and mercy.* Go d ' s
expectations bring security in our lives! *Grace and mercy: unmerited,

favorable treatment; favor expressed tfowards the undeserving.
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Luke 6:36 Be merciful, just as your Father is merciful.
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God wants us to examine our thinking and see if it goes along
with His thinking of grace and mercy. We can learn what God
expects from us through His Word. Bible doctrine resets our
expectations. Recalculating! The Holy Spirit shows us the right
direction to go in the spiritual life. We need true humility* for
the resetting to work. Grace orientation™* is the key to get rid
of our own expectations and | 1ve

*Go to allaboardgodstrain.org and read Humility vs. Arrogance.
**Read Problem Solving Device #4 — GRACE ORIENTATION
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Many times our expectations will build disappointment in us if we
don’ t g eQ@urdxpeetations can bring us self-induced
mi sery. God’' s expectati on $ealnaysl
gives us mercy: unmerited, favorable treatment. God wants us to
see if we are using His mercy, treating others and ourselves with
His expectations and not ours! His thinking is not based on
emotion but on His integrity!™ God will give us the power to get

Hi s expectations and they won’t
*Go to allaboardgodstrain.org and read Our God Is An Awesome God.

Philippians 4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, will
guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. Page 3



Jonah got of f track and wanted to follow his expectations.* He
was subjective in his thinking, self-centered.** He was letting his
emotions rule his thinking. Emot
to get back on track and think objectively. This means to think
using divine viewpoint, Bible doctrine. Many times we get of f
track and use our emotions to tell us what we should expect from

others and from ourselves. We have unrealistic expectations.
This gives us self-induced miseryl Ouchl God’ s object.

realistic expectations will get us back on track. Ahhh, peacel

*Go to allaboardgodstrain.org and read Do You Want Mercy or Misery? **Read
Humility vs. Arrogance and We Are What We Think NOT What We Feel.

| sai ah 55: 8 “For Myr thobghts, gdithes ara Myeways yotr y o u
ways,” declares the LORD.
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True mercy is objective; it is not influenced by emotion or
personal opinion! It is a thought process influenced by divine
viewpoint. We have to learn it. The more Bible doctrine we have,
the more mercy we will experience, and the more objective we will
be with others and ourselves. We ’ | | h a v expectatidng, s t
God s e x p e c Bemd horest about our motives —our reasons
for doing something - is a necessary step in our spiritual growth.
God knows our motives; He wants us to know our motives! He
wants us to be objective.

™~ -
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1 Chronicles 28:9 As for you, my son Solomon, know the God of your father, and
serve Him with a whole heart and a willing mind; for the LORD searches all hearts,
and understands every intent of the thoughts [He knows our motives].
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If Jonah had foll o we d 1&Binkihg instead of his own, he would
have saved himself from a lot of self-induced misery! God
expected him to use His power and obey His plan for his life. It
would have been easieronJ onah to relax in Go
than to run away fromthem. 1 't ° s easi er onsus t
expectations instead of our own. He will never give us more than
we can handle! Whenweliveout si de of,w&qgve’ s pl
ourselves more than we can handle! Jesus always followed the will
of God the Father, used the power of the Holy Spirit, and learned
Scripture. He went through tremendous suffering using the
thinking and power of God. Great thinking - omniscience! Great

B
N

power —omnipotence!

Matthew 11:28-29 Come to
Me, all who are weary and

heavy-laden, and I will give

you rest. Take My yoke [My
thinking] upon you and learn
from Me, for T am gentle
and humble in heart, and
YOU WILL FIND REST
FOR YOUR SOULS.
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Jonah wanted God to use his expectations - his subjective,
selfish thinking. What arrogance! He wanted God to destroy the

Ninevites. He was angry whWeknow &ad navéerd n’
would be subjective in His thinking. God asked Jonah,” Do y o u

really have a right to be angry?
question when someone or something makes us angry. Are we
being merciful or miserable? Ar e we f ol l owing G

—learning, believing and using Bible doctrine?

Proverbs 11:17 The merciful man does himself good, but the cruel man does himself
harm.

Page 7



The Bible tell s umercyisastmuchgbout ¥Os s
and ME as it is about those who receive our mercy. The reason
for this is that when we use it, it brings about true freedom in our

thinkingl When we use mercy with others and ourselves,wed o n’ -

have unrealistic expectations; we u s e $Gexpkétations. We

know we all will fail at times! We can encourage each other with
Scripture, God'lIsf ewgpecdcdm'tti omse me
very mean and subjective. We will be hurting ourselves as well as
other people. Ouch! Our old sin nature will be getting what it

wants! It has awful, untruthful, unrealistic expectations. It

wants to put us in bondage! MERCY!

Grace. Grase
MEPE3 / V \Marmj

Gr::ue. Q. Gr‘-::u:.e,
/ 60D IS FOR USI

.:e F Matthew 5:7 Blessed are the
—F ' -""P merciful, for they shall receive
é‘“’*@ '-*J’Jﬁ Vj_g ;/\2 mercy.
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God’ s mer cy i gavealondhllotssof rhercy! HHe gave the
Ninevites lots of mercyl He givesus lotfsof mercyl 1 t * s up t
choose to experience it. He lets us choose to be disobedient and tie
ourselves up in our own expectations —thinking. When we see our
hopelessness and helplessness and return to His thinking, in His
perfect timing He shows us His mercy. We experience itl This is
the only way we wil |l understand i
mercy so we can see how it worksl God doesn’t want
tied up in our disobedience; He wants us to accept His mercy and
grace and be free in obedience to Him! God will never let us down!

We can expect His
unmerited, favorable treatment! !
SPIRIT

&OD Is FOR Us!

Isaiah 41:10 So do not fear, for I am with 3 - ‘bﬁﬁi f;‘““’;?
you; do not be dismayed, for I am your < §eD) “ _@ =
God. T will strengthen you and help you; I q“"f{z ‘“J”_J%

will uphold you with my righteous right L d{’dg?

hand. Page 9



Points To Remember

When our expectations —thoughts of what we think should
happen—ar e from God’'s viewpoint,

God wants us to examine our thinking and see if it goes along
with His thinking, Bible doctrine.

Jonah got off track and wanted to follow his expectations.

True mercy is objective; it is not influenced by emotion or
personal opinion.

| f Jonah had foll owed God’s thi
would have saved himself from a lot of self-induced misery.

Jonah wanted God to use his expectations —his subjective,
selfish thinking. What arrogance!

TheBibl e tells us that “possessin
YOU and Me as it is about those who receive our mercy.

God’' s mercy is endl ess. | t 1 s

GOD IS FOR USs!
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Questions For Discussion

What are expectations? What are some things you expect
in life?

Why does God want us to examine our thinking?

What are unrealistic expectations?

What happens when we depend on our expectations?

What happens when we depend o
What does it mean when our thinking is subjective?

What does it mean when our thinking is objective?

How do we become objective in our thinking?

How does mercy help us?
I'm responsible far my \

].O DO@S GOd run OUT Of thoughts and actions. Ill

Page 11

check out my thoughts and
see if they go along with the

mercy? o ®

thinking of Jesus Christ.



WHAT A MIGHTY GOD/ MEDLEY

WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE
ANGELS BOW BEFORE HIM HEAVEN AND EARTH ADORE HIM
WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE

ANGELS BOW BEFORE HIM HEAVEN AND EARTH ADORE HIM

WHAT A HOLY GOD WE SERVE WHAT A HOLY GOD WE SERVE J
WHAT A HOLY GOD WE SERVE Cf-z

I WILL SING OF THE MERCIES OF THE LORD FOREVER

IWILL SING | WILL SING 1 wiLL SING
| WILL SING OF THE MERCIES OF THE LORD FOREVER
| WILL 5ING OF THE MERCIES OF THE LORD

AND WITH MY MOUTH WILL | MAKE KNOWN

THY FAITHFULNESS THY FAITHFULNESS

AND WITH MY MOUTH WILL | MAKE KNOWN

THY FAITHFULNESS THROUGH ALL THY GENERATIONS

IwILL SING | WILL SING 1 wiLL SING
I WILL SING OF THE MERCIES OF THE LORD FOREVER
| WILL SING OF THE MERCIES OF THE LORD

I WILL 5ING OF THE MERCIES OF THE LORD FOREVER J]

BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD
BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD
BLESSED BE THE NAME OF THE LORD MOST HIGH

JESUS IS THE NAME OF THE LORD
JESUS IS THE NAME OF THE LORD
JESUS IS THE NAME OF THE LORD MOST HIGH cﬂ A

WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE
WHAT AMIGHTY GOD WE SERVE
ANGELS BOW BEFORE HIM HEAVEN AND EARTH ADORE HIM
WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE
WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE
WHAT A MIGHTY GOD WE SERVE
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EXPECT
GOD
LEARN
MERCY
ORIENTATION
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FAIL
JESUS
LORD
OBJECTIVE
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LIVE
MISERY
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Page 13
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